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Rhetoric Strategies in President Obama’s Second Inaugural speech
[bookmark: _GoBack]Barrack Obama, in his second inauguration speech, tries to give his audience the hope will be in safe hands. The speech draws ideas from Martin Luther King's speech to establish a common goal towards overcoming the challenges that face the United States of America. In addition, he advocates for equitability, freedom and economic prosperity. President Obama appeals to the audience’s logic, and proceeds to establish personal credibility; after which he uses strong appeals to pathos to make his speech more effective. 
President Obama also uses strong appeals to logos, with the facts in his speech. He points out many facts and refers to well-known history. "The patriots of 1776 did not fight to replace the retaining of the King with the privileges of a few or the rule of a mob"(Klein, 2013). As such, he assures the Americans that he is indeed the leader they need and will bring change to their livelihoods. He also brings up the issue of equality and togetherness to his audience and tries to usher in the sense of endless possibilities and hope to the audience. He also compares “ending of war” to the beginning of economic recovery. The facts and history appeal to logos and persuade the audience that it is their duty to secure freedom. 
Besides using strong appeals to logos, Obama also appeals to ethos by establishing personal credibility. “..Our obligations as Americans are not just to ourselves, but to all posterity” (Klein, 2013). He uses these words to portray his selflessness in service. Also, President Obama refrains from using words like "me" and ‘I' but instead uses "we", "us" and "together", thus making his audience feel at his level. He continues to establish personal credibility when he says:  “We will defend our people and uphold our values through strength of arms and rule of law” (Klein, 2013). He uses this statement to imply that his government is not above the law. 
Obama also make appeals to pathos in his sentiments, and by the use of parallelism. “We are made for this moment, and we will seize it so long as we seize it together.” He also goes ahead to say that “….for we, the people understand that our country cannot succeed when a shrinking few do very well” (Klein, 2013). This choice of words arouses negative emotions about inequality and oppression in the society; and consequently reinforces the concept of fairness. He continues to say: “We are true to our creed when a little girl born into the bleakest poverty knows that she has the same chance to succeed as anybody else…”(Klein, 2013).  The use of a little girl as an example is a strategic move to evoke sympathy. That said these phrases establish the existence of inequality in the society and reinforce the concept of fairness and are an appropriate appeal to pathos. 
After his appealing speech to the Americans, Obama finally identifies himself with the other presidents who served earlier before him: “My fellow Americans, the oath I have sworn before you today, like the one recited by others who serve in this Capitol…..”(Klein, 2013). He also gives his word to the people that together, the Americans can and will have a bright future from the unity they create today.
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